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LECTURE 1.

History of the Subject.—Nomenclature.—Ethnic Classification.
—Etiological Classification.—Physical Characteristics.—
Intellectual Characteristics.

WHEN you, sir, and your colleagues on the
Council of the Medical Society of London, did
me the honour to request me to deliver the
Lettsomian Lectures on Medicine for this year,
I bethought myself that mental deviations in
childhood and youth had never been the subject;
of a disquisition from this chair, and that pro-
bably a period of nearly thirty years spent
among children with various phases of mental
affection might entitle me to bring before the
members of this Society material which, from
the nature of the subject, can only be accumu-
lated by a few.

There is not much to be found on this subject
in the early records of medicine.| Children who
were afflicted by mental alienation or mental
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