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IT was not until the J f h dition of the idiot be e�r y part o t e present century that the coo-l b gan o attract the attention of tim humane Th
=�:;� 

9::!:n:t an: tilosoph�r, Itard, at Paris, foiled 0j11 hi: subject, the famous ;:v is /ensat10nal thcory by the idiocy of hisbility of instructing a cl� h�th�;::::�i�:;
0
;t:0=sid; �be 1ossi-ever, advanced in years, and sutferinn- . . , �mg, iow­terminated his life, Itard felt that r.:10� the d1scase wh1ch_ fiaally yo�ung�r hands for execution ;· bis choice l1t:spo:��- �d;"�tnl isr,tctgcuu'toa ,avonte pupil of h · d h • - m, anthropic movement 1�� t e subsequent h_istoi-y of this noble plii!-S . emonstratcd the w1sdom of that choice D egmn posseased an inextinguishable Jove for h" . : r. perseverance, a highly cultivated inteJJ 18 race, m<lom1tnLletive talent. Th ect, and a rare degrce of cxccn­ere were m1111y difficultics t b obstacles to be O e surmountcd. mauyovercome, ere the firnt ste ld b his youthful ardor and enth . d 1, p con _ e taken ; but, Ll'forepeared, the thick veil which u�:_m, ou ts rnmshed, �ifficultics dis11p­was rent asunder and th . cnshrouded the nund of tlio idiot' ese mnocent but h J cued from the doom of 1., ( • ap css creatures werc res-• a he o utter vacmty. As m other works of p)lilantbro v . . ready at onM to te . th. P. , so m th1s, othcr laborers were- eo r mto e harv t. T edly, belongs the praise of . . �s o some of these, un<lo11bt-or1gmating modes f · t . subsequent experience h d · 0 ms ruct1on wluchas prove succeasful .A 1 . neers in the cause of the idiot, th . moog t ie oorly p10-ret, Voisin, and Va!Jee are d .e names of.Delbommo, Fel'rus, FaJ.tributed, . . . ' eservmg of spemal honor, ns 11aving con-lD lanous ways, to its succe.."5.Tbough something had been r h . ing individual cases it w t �ccomp Is ed m tbe way of instrnct-establisbed which , ld as

be 

no t1II I 838, that a school för idiots Wl!JIcou regarded as s ti J I tion of the Bicetre oue of th _uccess u · n 1842, a por­apart „ th . . ' . . e great hosi,1tals for the insane W83 set,or e1r 1nstruct100 and Dr S · . . ' remained in th18• po ·t· ',, . · egnm was appomted d1rector. IleSI IOD 101' 3 time • buf bs J private inst.itution for idiots in Paris: ., su equent y, established a
VoL. I, No. 4.-40. 
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It was during this period tbat be prepared bis work on Idio�y, 
"Traitement moral hygient. et .Educalirm de$ Idiots;" a work wbich 
entitles its author t� rank with tbe first professioua.J minds of tb� da!. 
In bis definitions bis classification, bis diagnosis, and, above all, m bis 
plan& for the t�tment and instruction �f idi�ts, �e exbibits so 
thorough a mastery of bis subject, such ph1losoph1cal v1ews, and such
admirable tact tha.t bis treatise is invaluable as a manual to all who 
may undertak; similar labors. In consequence of the r�volution of 
J 848, in Franoe, Dr. Seguin came to this country, and i.� now con­
nected witb tbe Pennsylvania School for Idiots, at Germ�nto�n. 

The success of Dr. Seguin and bis co-laborers, at Pans: s�m1u!ate� 
tbe philanthropic in other countries of Europe to attempt s1m1lar. mst1· 
tutions. Of these, tbat estßblished at Berlin, iu 184'2, under tbe 
direction of M. Saegert, has been most successful �ur r�ports of 
tbis Institution are not very late, but it is still, we beheve, 1D a pros­
perous condition. M. Saegert seems to possess, in a very high degree, 
that genial temper so necessary for the successful training of this 
unfortunate class. . . Contemporaneously with the organization of the school for 1d1ots, 
11t Berlin the attention of the benevolent was called to a cl!ISS of 
imbeciles: hitherlo entirely neglected, but whoso numbers seemed 
almost sufficient to paralyzo effort in theh· behalf. 

In Savoy, and tbe departments oflsere, of the High .AIP1'., and t�e �ow 
Alps in Franoo, as we11 as in some of tbe otber moun�1�ous d1stncts 
.0f Europe and Asia, especially in tho narrow �nd pree1p1tous valleys 
of thcse regions, a disease prevails, known as go1tre. Its most marked 
feature is a prodigious enlargement of the glan?s of the throat, 
accompanied, in most cases, with general deg_enerat1�n of th� system. 
lt is atttibuted by medical writers to iropu1·1ty of a,r �ud 1mperfect
ve.ntilation, to want of sufficient light, the sun penetrat�ng these val• 
Jeys for not more than one or two hours of the day, to 1mpu�e water, 
innutritious food severe la:bol', and extreme poverty. The cluldren of 
lh�se persons ar�, of course, für more diseased than thei� parentt!, and 
are subject to a form of idiocy called Cretinism. Retammg usually 
tbtl goitre, they also suffer from fceble aud swollen limbs, distorted 
1md deformed feat11res, pale, bloodless and tumid skin, and �J'.°ost 
entire helplessness. They form, iudeed, the lowest grades of 1d1ocy. 
The number of these poor wretches is almost incredible. In th� four 
departments named above, with a population of 958,000, 111. Nu•l'."8 
found, in 1850, 54,000 Cretins, or about five per cent. of the ent1re 
population. In eevera:I of the cantons, one-third �f the wh�le popu· 
lation were Cretins; and, in �omo lmmlets, as, for mstanee, m that of 
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695 Bozel, in tbe canton of the same name, out of 1,4'1'2 iuhabitants 1 Oll. h ' ' were e1t er affected witb goitre or cretinism. The attention of a young physician of Zurich, Dr. Ouggenbuhl,was attracted to these unfortunates in 1880 ; and, after two or thrceyea_rs of e��eriment bad demonstrated the possibility of improvingthe1r cond1t1on, he resolved to devote himself to their instruction. Heaccordingly purchased from the eminent agriculturist, Knsthofür, atract of land, which he had already put under culti1·atio11. It wn.,situated on the .Abendberg, above Interlachen, about four thousandfeet above the lcvel of the sea, and comma.nded a view of one of thefinest landscapes in Switzerland. To this elevated nnd healt.hful locn­tion he brought as many cretin children as he hacl the means ofinstructing; and, with a philanthropic zeal and patience which nonebut those who have wituessed bis labors r.an fully appreciate, ho h11stoiled on, (till impair�d health compelled him, some tbrce years sinoe,to entrust his cares, for a time, to other hands,) developing intell<.>ctwhere few would have su�pectecl its existence, and carrying joy tomany a household which bad mourncd over the hopcless idiocv of thcir children. This institution has been the parent of sevcrnl otlie1·sfor the ti·eatment of cretins 011 the continent of Europa, pnrticularlyin Wurte1nburg1 Bavaria, Sardinia, Prussia and Saxony. Dr. Kern, formerly of Eisenach, estu.blished, at Leipsic, in 1840, 11private institut.ion for the eclucation of idiot.� or feeble-mintl<'d youth.In 1855, a builuing was erected for tl1is iustitution in tl1C village ofGohlis, nenr Leipsic. Children nre receivecl without distinction of birth-place, religion, 01· sex, their fricnds or ebaritable pe1'So11s payingthe neeessary charges. The translation and publication of somo report.& of the sr:hool onthe .AbenJberg by Dr. Twining, and Dr. Ü0110Ily's account of thelabors of Dr. Seguin and his coa<ljutors, lcd to the cstablishment of aschool for idiots at Bath, England, in 1846. Others were organizedsoon after at Brighton and Lancaster. In tho autnmn of 1847, aneffort was made to establish an institution 011 a l,1rge sc11le, capable ofaccommodating thc increasing nurnbers who sought for instruction.I11 this movement, Rev. Dr. Andl'ew Reed (whose dRit to this countrywill be remembered with pleasure by many,) wn.s tbe leader, and tobis labors and those of Dr. John Conolly, whos<' lifdoug <levotion to thecause of the insane have madc him known whereve1· the Englishtongue is spoken, the snccess of the enterprise is mainly due. Whilemaking preparations for the ereetion of a magnificent hO!'pital for idi­ots, the patrons of this in@titution deemed it d•sirable to commence,

at once, the work of instrtl('.tion, and arcordingly, a school was com-
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menced at tbe Park House, Highgate, (formerly a nobleman's resi­
dence) on the 2Jtb of Apri� 1848. This becoming full in less tha.n
two ;ears, the committee ac�pted tbe libera� offer of �ir S. M. Peto, to
devote Essex Hall Colcbester, to tbeir serv1ce. TbJS, also, was soon
filled and a third' building obtained. Meantimo, tbe friends of the
idiot were indefatigable in their efforts to procure funds for the erec­
tion of their new asylum. In June, 1853, the corner-.stone of .the
new edifice, at Earlswood, near Reigate, Surrey, was la1d by Pn�oo
Albert. lt is intended to contain accommodations for • 400 pup1ls,
and is now nearly or quite completed. Its estimated cost 1S *l '76,000,
aside from the price of the estate, which co�tains a�out one hundred
acres. lt is intended to el4:!vate Esscx llall mto an mdependent asy­
lum on tbe completion of the edifice at Earlswood. Measures bave
also' been recently adopted for the establishment of an .A_syl�m for
idiot.s in tbe vicinity of Edinburgh; and at several otber pomtsm the
United Kingdoms.

The movement in this country appears to bave been contemporane­
ous with that in England. On the 13th of January, 1846, Hon. F. F.
Backus of Rochester, New York, at that time a mernber of the Senate
of that' State, moved a reference of that portion of t�e �tate Cen�us
referring to idiots, to the committee on Medical SOCJeties, of which
he was chairman, and on the 15th of tbe same month. read a report
on tbe subject, prepared with great ca1·e, an� embodymg �e results
of inquirie& made tbe previous Autumn, urgmg the necess1� of an
institution for idiots, in the State of New York, and narratrng the
success of similar institutions in Europa. On the 25tb of M�rcb follow­
ing, Dr. Backus reported a bill for tbe purcbase of a site an� t�e
erection of suitable buildings, for an Asylum for Idiots. His b1ll
passed the Senate, and was at first concurred in by the House, b�t ,
aubsequently rejected, on the ground tbat the party who were tben m
power bad pled,Yed themselve& to retrenchment of the expenses of the
State. A simil:r bill passed the Senate tbe succeeding year but was
lost in the bouse. 

On the 22nd of January, 1846, Bon. Horatio Byington, (in w?oee
recent death Maseacbusetts has lost an eminentcitizen, and human1ty a
benefactor,) offered a resolution in tbe Massac_h�setts H�use o� Repre­
aentatives for the appointment of a comm1ss1on to mvest1gate the
condition 

I 

of idiots, in tbat State. Judge Byington's attention bad
been called to the subject, according to bis own statement, �y a letter
from Dr. S. B. Woodward, the eminent philantbropist, w1th :"'hom
Dr. Backll8 bad held correspondence previous to his own action, m the
New York legiHlature.

Tbe resolution of Judge Byington p1111sed both honses, and Dr. B.
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597 G. _Howe, so weil known for bis labors in behalf of the blind, J udgeBymgt.on and Gilman Kimball, Eeq., were appointed Commissionere.Their reports were very füll and able, and conclusively demonstratedtbe necessity of providi!!g' for the instruetion of the unfortunate clasa whose co?dition. �bey ha� investigated. For the purpose of testingthe capac1ty-of 1d1ots for mstruction, however, an experimental school':'as esta�lished at South Boston, under Dr. Howe'R perRonal supervis­Jon. Th1s resulted in the establishruent, in 1851, of the "Massachu­setts school for idiotic and feeble-minded youth," at South Boston, ofwhich Dr. Howe has a general oversight. lt is not to be undcrstood, howe,•or, that idiots had not been in­structed, in tbis country, preyious to the Autumn of 1848, tbe periodwhen t.he experimental school, at Soutb Boston, was 01·ganized.IndEle(], there is reason to helieve that their instruction bad beenattempted, with success here, prior to the firat efforts in Europe. Asearly as 1818, an idiot girl wa� admitted into the American Asylumfor the Deaf and Dumb, at Hartford, Conn., and remained underinstrur.tion till 1824. Others were received during nearly every sub­sequent year, and some of them made very considerable progrel!S. Inall, thirty-four idiots have been pupils at that institution, and the RUC­cess which has followed tbe efforts for the instruction of scveral of thecases, of which we have a detailed narrative, would do no discreditto any Asylum for Idiots, either in Europa or this country. In 1839, an irliot boy was received into the New York Instit.utionfor the Deaf and Dumb, and remained for tbree years, under theinstruetion of Prof. Morris, with very favorable results. The same year, Dr. S. G. Howe e.ommenced the instruction of anidiotic blind child, at the Perkins Institution for the Blind, in SoutbBoston. 

In July, 1848, Dr. H. B. Wilbur, of Barre, Mass., who bad for sev­eral years taken a deep interest in the condition of idiots, opened aprivate institution for their instruction, wl1ioh, both under bis admin­iatration and that of bis successor, Dr. Geo. Brown, has met with themost gratifying success. 
Other gentlemen in Massacbusetts devoted a !arge measure of zealand energy to the promotion of this good work. Among these itmay not be inviclions to nnme Mr. George Sumner, whose eloquent letters from Europe, describing the school at Bicetre, rendered effi­cient aid to the incipient organization of the Massachusetts Scbool forIdiots, and Dr. Edward Janis, whose valuable statistics on the sub­ject of insanity and iJiory, recently published, have laid the couutryunder obligation. 
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The Legislature of New York, though before any other in taking 
cognizanee of the subject of idiocy, was more tardy in its aetion than 
that of Massachusetts, and it was not till 1851 that an experimental 
sehool was established at .Albany, and Dr. Wilbur, who had already had 
three years experience in the instruetion of imbeciles, at Barre, was 

electcd it.s Superintendent. In 1854, the corner-stone of the State 
.Asylum for Idiots, was laid at Syracuse, and in August, 1855, the 
school at .Albany, already permauently established, was removed to 
the uew edifiee. The Asylum occupies a commanding sitet to the 
southwest of the city of Syracuse, and while it.s architectural beauty , 
rendera it an ornament to the enterprisiog city whose liberality 
secured its loeation, and to the State whose munificence provided 
such ample accommodations for this hitherto neglected class, its inter­
nal anangements are RO admirable as to make it a desirable model for 
institutions of the kind. 

With an edifice so well arranged, a superintendent in whom are 
combined, in a remarkable degree, those traits of character which 
mark the successful instructor, and a corps of teachers of extraordi­
nary efliciency, it is not surprising that the results attained by the 
Asylum, even at this early period of its history, surpass those of any 
institution of the kind in this country or Europe. 

Pennsylvania has also established a scho�l for the training of idi­
ots, at Getmantown, now in its third year of successful progress 
under the care of Mr. J. B. Richards, who was connected with the 
Massachusetts experimental school during the first two or three years 
of its history. The recent accession of Dr. Seguin to the corps of 
instructors in this school, can not fail to increase, very greatly, its 
reputation. 

During the past year, Counecticut and Kentucky have taken the 
first steps toward the establishment of similar institutions. 

Having thus hastily sketched the history of this humanitarian move­
ment, it remains for us to discuss tbe objects proposed in the treat­
ment of Idiots, the means by which these objects are accomplished, 
and the results thus far attained in the most successful schools. 

lt may be well, as a preliminary step, to answer two or three ques­
tions which meet us at the threshold of our investigations. And fi.rst, 
w hat constitutes idiocy ? "The type of an idiot," says Dr. Seguin, 
" is an individual who knows nothing, cau do nothing, and wishes 
nothing; and every idiot approaches more or less to this maximum 
of incapacity." Of the many definitions which writers on this subject 
have essayed, no one appears entirely free from objection; and though 

we can hardly hope to escape falling into the same condenmation, wo 
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are �isposed to offer one which sball, at least, possess the merit of · breVJty. We should define idiocy, then, as the result oj an infirmity of the body whic.h prevents, to a greater or les8 ea:tent, th.o devclop­ment of �he physical, moral and intellectttal powers. 
What 1s the proportion of idio� to the population? The data we yet 

�ossess do not seem to be suffic1en t to answ01· tbis question accurately, m regard to our own country, tbough approxiruations have beeu made 
�w�rds a census of this class, in several States. In thc mountainouu distmts of Europe . the ?u�ber of cretins, as already stated, is very great. In th� Alp1�e d1stncts they constitute from 5 to 1 o per cent. of the populat1on; m Great Britaiu, according to recent retnrns tbere are over 50,000, a little mm·e than one-half of one per ce�t .. in Franco, �early or quite one-third of one per cent. ; in this coun�ry. 
?onnect1cut has fully one-fifth of one per cent.; M1111Sachusetts, accord: mg to .D�. Jarvis' late report., has about one-ninth of one per cent. : but th1� 1s undou?tedly far below the truth, for it is almost impo.<!Sibl� to ob�n, even, wtth tolerable accuracy, the statistics of farge cities:thu�, .m Dr. �· s report, Boston, with l '70,000 iohabitants, roports only21 1d10t�, wh1le Ilarnstable, with only 5,000, reports 25 J 

What are �e causes of idiocy? Few questions aro morc clifficult of full and sat,sfactor_v solution t.han this. We have already enumer­a�d the alledged causes of cretinism, but we arc satiRfied that M. N1epce has not given snfficicnt prominence to ono causc to which he refers i�cidentally, the bad brandy, (" mau\'aise eau-de-vie ") which they dnnk in such quantities as to produce tho roost brutish int�xication. In England. and t�is country, intemperance on the part of one or both parents, 1s certamly tbe most prolific canse of fatuity, and when poverty, filth, recklessness, and intemperance are united and the h Jfta d"b' ' a 
s rve me r1ate, maddened with woe, drinks that he may forgct his wretched�ess, :we have a combination of cireumstances which cau hardly fall to produce idiocy iu bis offspring. 

�here are cases, however, and the number is quito considerable, in wh1ch we must look for other causes than intempemnce or extreme poverty. For some of these the inter-ma1·riage of near relative.� for one or two generations, is a satisfactory rcason · for others heredi� te d t . . ' ' ry
. n ency o. m�amt!, to scrofula, or to consumption ; in others still, mdulgence m hcentious habits, or tbe att.empt to destroy the Jife of the unborn bab:, a praetice which is femfully increasing in om· eoun­try, must be ass1gned as the cause ; ignorance, selfishness, and avariee, must be reckoned, also, among the sources of this fearful infirmity lt has often occurred tbat when one or both parents were so füll 

d 0th V p08-808S0 w1 the greed or gain, that intollectual and moral c�tl!.nre 
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were whollv neglected and in their furious pursuit of wealth they 
paused not.for the res� of the Sabbath, thought not of the future, and 
heede.d not tbe appeals of the poor, the sick, or tbe dying for sympa­
thy or succor, their offspring have been idiots of the very l�west class. 

In sbort, humiliating 11s tbe tbought may be, we are driven to tbe 
conclusion that the vnst amouat of idiocy, in our world, is the direet 
result of violation of the pbysical and moral laws which govern our 
being; tbat oft times tbe sins of the fathers are thus visited upon 
their children; and that the parent, for the sake of a momentary 
gratification of bis depraved appetite, inflicts upon bis bapless offspring 
a life of utter vaeuity. 

We shall come to a better understanding of the objects to bc attained 

in the treatment of id.iocy, if we consider first the condition of the 
idiot before he has been instructed. When first brought to the AP.y­
lum, be is generally feeble, wanting in muscular development, often 
partially paralyzed, sluggish, and inactive; the circulation of the 
blood is very imperfect, especially in the extremities; tbere is a gen­
eral unbealthy look ; the nervous system is frequently deranged; the 
gait and voluntary movements generally awkward and irregular; he 
is usually addicted to slavering and automatic motion of tbe. bead, 
hands, lips, or tongue; the sensAs are undeveloped; �e' eye 1s p�r­
feetly formed, bat the retina cc.mmunicates to the bram no defimte 
idea of form, color, or size ; tbe ear is witbout defect, yet often the 
sweetest notes of music and tbe most. hideous and discordant sounds 
pass alike unheeded; the organs of speech are as perfect as those of 
Web.�ter or Clay, but be is either entirely dumb, or utters only gut­
tural sounds wbicb convey no idea to others ; bis appet-ite, tastes, and 

habits are more gross than tbose of most animals; he ofte� exhibi� 
the voracity of the wolf, and tbe nncleanliness of the s':m.e. . II1s 
mind is as mucb degraded as bis physical n1Lture-only h1s mstincts 
of hunger, thirst, fear, rage, arid resistance bave been de�elo?e.d. lt 
is needless to add, that while in such a condition moral emot1on 1s 1mpos­
Rible. Such is the condition of very many of those who are brought to 
theseinstitutions for training. lt woald be clifficult to conceive of cases 
apparently more hopcless. . . . . The object of trainiog is to change th1s torpid, sluggisb, mert con· 
dition to health vigor and activity ; to send the healthy red blood 

' ' ' . coursing tbrough the veins and arteries; to overcome the autom�tlc 
movements, aml subject tLe nervous system to the control of the will; 
to substitute for the vacant gaze of the idiot, the intelligent, speaking 
eye, whicb recognizes the bues of beauty in the rainbow, and reads 
in the countenance of friendship, the look of reproof or the glance of 
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d d' y unmeanmg an 1scordant sounds, to speak, if not with all the graces oforatory, at least witb distinctness and .fluency. A further object of training is to overcome the filthy and dog ad' h b' . . . . . ' r mg a 1ts m wh1cb the 1d1ot has hitbe1·t.o indulged; to transform this glutt�n�us, b�tly creatnre, into a man, capable of observing all thepropnet1es of hfe, no longer greedy, sellish, voracious, and quari·el­some, but temperate, quiet, courteous, and thoughtful of the intercst of ?thers ; to rouse the bitherto dormant intellect, to induce mental activ-1ty, and stimulate thought and study ; and above all to awaken th · f h' ' 8 �nsc10usness o 1s responsibility to God, and of bis duties towardh1s fellow man. Do you say that the attainment of tbese objects is beyond the p�wer of hnmanity? We ans wer that this result bas been accom-·phs��d, a�d is. now in the process of accomplishment, in every school�or 1�1ots m thJS country and Em·ope. lt requires, indeed, 11atience,mtelhgence, and love, all in active exercise ;· lmt these qttalities bavenot yet deserted our eartb, and there y13t live men and women whosen_ames s�ould be held in everlasting reme1nbrance, for timt moral ber-01sm w hieb has led them to devote tbe best years of tbeir Jives tothe elevation of these, the lowest and humblest of our race. The me�ns adopted to accomplish such wonderful resnlts are, of cou.rse, v1med. Among these the apparatus of the gynmasium holdsa high rank. By me�ns of the ladders, swings, steps, dumb bells, &c.,the muscnlar system 1s developed and invigorated ; automatic move­ment overcome; �he eye, tbe ear, and tbe muscles brougbt under tbecontrol of tbe will; concert of action and obedience to commandsenforced; and the perceptions quickened and <'levated. The cultivatio�. of the faculty of speech is a work of great diffi­oulty, _ of�n reqwrmg one or two yca1·s of patient labor before theenunc1at1on �� tbe first word. Instruction in this, as in every tliingeise where 1d1�ts are the pupils, must be of tbe most elementarycharacter. It 1s necessary, for instance, in teaching the cornpoundsounds, such as eh, th, gr, b�, er, to resoh·e tbem into tJieir originalelement.s, and teach tbe child each constituent, at first, separately and afterwards in combination. The attention is attracted and th�perceptive faculties cultivated by lessons in objeets; form and size are t:3aght �y bloc_ks of different sizes and forma, which the pupil isrequ,red to msert mto corresponding cavities in a board ; color by
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b t f different hues. rac 1ce mfi f the same form 11 o f wooden gures o . t 1 sons have also proved o great working with crewels, ana p1c ure es adrnntage. t 1 tters for a word can be associated Words are next taugh� no e '·1 hile letters can not; next, with an object, in the mmd of a
d

pup1 ' � ed are put in practice by f f. d size, alrea Y acqmr ' d th the ideas o orm an h . taught by outline maps, an . e writing and drawing; Geograp Y 18 . dictated by the teacher. . . 1 f grammar by exere1ses . . . elementary prmc1p es o . the most difficult of acqms1t1on The idea of number 1s, perhapsb 
d tbree or four when bronght för the idiot. V ery few can coun: eyon by patient and repeated Tl , · pacity 18 overcome . .  to the .A.sylum. ns mca 
. f numeration, add1t1on, ti'l t by step the mystenes o Th exercises, un , s ep ' d' . . 

have been unravclled. e ) • r f and JVlSIOn " subtraction, mu tip ica. ion, . . t 1 t crowned witb success. process is slow and pamful, but 1t:o:11
l 

�
ature, great difficulties are In the development of tbe f bst RCt idea is far beyond an encountered. The comprebe�sion fo an; � must be derived from idiot's capacity ; bis concept1on : goo 

d �;iends . of sin, from his own the manifestation of it in his teac ers_athn b
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603 the resources of the teacher, and may 1·ender ·his labors Iess arduous,while it insures him a greater measure of success. W hat has alreadybeen accomplished may, perhaps, be more satisfactorily demonstrated by t.he narrative of a few cases, than by any otber method. The following case is from the report of the English Asylum forIdiot.a, at Highgate, for 1854: "B. T., a boy aged 15 years. Admitted, Or.t., 1852. W11S the sport of all the boys of the village ; was afraid of strangers ; would not spcak to any one, even to bis friends; he appeared quite hopeless. April, 1854. He did not speak for four months after admission;was constantly moping j he has n ow found that he is witb friends,and is gaining courage ; can speak weil ; will repeat tbe creed, com­mandment.s, and church prayers accurately; is very attentive to thereligious services at home, and is anxious to go to church every Sun­day; can read and write weil; and is a basket maker." 'l'he following is from Dr. Guggenbuhl's report, for 185 2 : " Marie was received into the Iustitution of the Abendberg, at the age of seven and a half years. She was in a state of atrophy ; he1· skin was cold, hung Joose like a s11ck, and was covered with an ernption ;she could not walk ; her joints were soft aud unable to suppo1't herweight ; she could not speak a word, but would maktl a howli11g noise for hours togetber ; ate any thing that came in her way ; c.lestroyed all that could be broken, snd ga1•e no attention to any thing timtpassed before her; at times she would beat and even bi te herself;during several montbs she never slept at night. After six montbsshe was able to stand alone, and at the end of a year co11Id walk veryweil ; her voracious appetite is overcome, and she now eats properly; the nervous excitement is subdned; she is obedient and friendly; con­verses ve1·y weil ; plays with flowers aud animals, calls them by name,and enjoys the blessing of sleep of which sl1e hacl long been depiived.''Dr. Brown, the Supel'iutendent of the Institution at Darre, Mass.,gives the föllowing case in his report for 1853 : "A young man of 18 years of age, who, from infancy, bad heenalways peculiar and deficient in bis mental manifestations, anti was entirely clumb. From want of proper culture anti direction of the vocal organs, he could make only the guttural sound of the Trachea; did not move the lips when attempting to utter sounds; was cxtrcmelyfilthy and brntish in his habits, disobcdient and sluggish in the extreme. 

Bis physical healtb was perfect, bis muscles were largely and weildeveloped. His perception was good, and he understood what was sai<I to him but could not apply bis knowledge ; his hearing was per­fect. liaving been left unrestrained from childhood, and baving 
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attained t.o an age wben the evil habits he had acquired bad become 
fixed, and his animru. appetites being his only source of enjoyment, 1 
received him with great reluctance, expecting that be would make 
very Jittle improvement. 

He has now been with me a little more tban a year. It was nearly 
three months before I succeeded in inducing him to utter a correct 
vocal sound. I moulded his lips with my fingers; ·put blocks and 
rings oi various sizes and shapes into bis mouth ; taught him gen­
eral and special imitation; and finally succeeded in concentrating suffi­
cient nervous energy on tbe muscles of tbe lips and vocal organs to en­
able him t.o master all tbe vowels, and by dint of perseverance, patience, 
and drilling, he finally e.cquired the ability to pronounce the conso­
nants and many of their combinations. By a rigid course of disci­
pline bis filthy habits were overcome. 

He now reads in W ebb's First Reader, and is rapidly leaming to
speak the names of surrounding objects. His ideas of form, of color, 
and of numbers, are now very good, and he is acquiring a general 
knowledge of Geography, Arithmetic, and Natural Philosophy. He 
can write well from a copy, can draw very creditably and is apt at 
almost any kind of Jabor. No one would imagine ·that this weil 
behared young man, could have Jed such a mere animal life one year 
since. He will be capable, under proper superintendence, of being 
bighly useful in any department of labor, and bad he been under 
suitable training wben young, he would have been, I think, entirely 
cured of all his deficiencies. 

Dr. llowe, in bis report for 1851, describes the following case: 
"S. J. W. , six years old when admitted in Oct . , 1848. He was a 

pitiful sight to behold. He coukl not stand or even sit erect. He 
had no command of bis limbs, not even so much as an infant of three 
months, für it can work its arms and kick its legs vigorously ; this 
poor boy, however, could do neitber, but lay almost like a jelly-fish, 
as though his body were a mass of flcsh without any bones in it. 
He could not even cbew solid food, but subsisted on milk, of wbich 
be drank )arge quantities. The utmost he could do, in the way of 
motion, was to prop up bis head with one band, and move the other 
feebly about. He seemed to hear, but bis eyes were dull and bis other 
senses q uite iaacti ve. He drivelled at the mouth, and bis habits �ere, 
in all re.�pects, like those of an infant. He was speechless, ne1ther 
using nor understandiug language, though he made several sounds 
which seemed to be a feeble imitation of words. 

The mocle of treatment adopted was this : he was bathed daily in 
cold wat.er; his limbs were rubbed; he was dragged. about in the 
open air, in a Jittle wagon, by the other boys; bis muscles were exer 
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�sed ; he was mad; to grasp with bis hands, and gradually to raise hims�lf up by. them; he was held up and made to bear a little weight�n h1s lower hmbs ; then a little more, until, at last, to his great de­lig�t, he was able to go about alone, by holding on the wall, or too.ne s finger; even to go up stairs, by clinging to the balusters, Du­�g th� second year he has continued to improve. He is now decentIn all h1s �abitll, and tidy in bis appearance; bis countenance is brightand pleasmg; he can sit at tbe table and feed himself with knife andfor� ; and though he does not venture to go alone, bis limbs not being,lllte strong enough, be can almost do it, and he walks about by hold­�ng on to one's finger; all bis senses bave improved greatly, and heJa so ch�nged, generally, that he could hardly be recognized 38 thesa�e bemg who, two years ago, incapable of sitting at a desk, usedtobe upon a mattres., in the school-room." Mr. James B. Richards, of Germantown, gives the following accountof the remarkable improvement of a boy under bis training. "A case of congenital idiocy-one of the most hopelcss anddegraded creatures that could be fonnd; presenting to the bodily eyeexttemely feeble claims to being called a human being. He Jiad notlearned to creep, nor had he even strength sufficient to roll himself �pon the floor when laid upon it, Owing to a paralysis of the Jowerlimbs, they were insensible to pain. Mastication was wi'th h' · 1 , m1 en-ti�e Y out of the queetion. His mother told me that she used to feedh1m almost exclusively nn milk, purchasing for bim, as she said, a gal­lon per day · Although live and a half years of age, he bad not appar­ently any.more knowledge of things, their names and uses than anew born mfant. ' 
Tbis heing the lowest case that could be found, to t�st the föasibilit of the plan to develop and educate idiotic and imbecile chilclren, it�as thought best � nndertake bis training, although it seemed morehke a work of creatw.n than _of education. The ruost sangnine friendsof the cause . threw discouragements in tbe way. y et by a patientand persevermg system of well directed elfort, he has been M fard�veloped that, �t the present time, he walks about the hause or yard:iv1thou� any ass1Mtance; takes care of himself; attends to bis own 1mmed1ate wants; sits at the table with the family and feeds himself as. weil as ch_ildren ordinarily do; talks perfectly weil, and is acquainted with the thmgs around him. In short, he /w,ll learned to read and does no� difler in his habi� from a boy four years of age, unless 'it bethat he 1s more sluggish in bis movements." A recent visitor at the New York Asylum for Idiot.s, narrates thefollowing cases : 
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" N attie and Willie, now 11 and 12 years of age, were taken from
the Idiot bouse on Randall's Island, by Dr. Wilbur, in Dec., 1851. 

Tbeir appearance, as described by persons who saw them at that time, 
must have been painful and disgusting in the extreme. Botb had
been idiots from birth, both were partially paralyzed, and both
entirely dumb, and not capable of understRnding more tban a dozen 
words. So hopeless was their condition that the pbysician at Ra�­
dall's Island who was absent when Dr. Wilbur selected them, on bis 
ret11rn, wro� to Dr. W. , cxpressing his regret at bis selectio�, as he 
feared that it would only bring <lisgrace upon tbe effort to mstruct 
idiots to attempt the instruction of tbose who were so evidently be-
yond 'ihe reach of improvement.. . . .. . 

Roth now exhibit as mnch intelligence as ordmary ch1ldren of theu 
age. Neither speaks very fluently, in consequence of some paralysis 
still existing, but both are improving rapidly in this respect. Both 
writ.e weil on the blackboard. In thorough knowledge o:f Grammar 
and Geography, ve1·y few children, of their age, are their equals. . In 
a ve1·y severe and protracted examination in Geography, emb�acmg 
minnte details in regard to the topograpby of ruO!'t of the conntr1es on 
the globe, and many particulars in regard to pbysical Geograpby, and 
drawing maps upon the blackboard, neither they nor the other mem­
bers of a class of six or seven missed a single question. In Gram­
mar botb supplied adjectives, nouns, verbs, or adverb�, to given verbs 
and 1nouns, with remarkable promptness and to an extent which would 
have severely tasked my vocabulary. In Arithmetic, both exhibited 
perfect familiarity with the ground ru�es, and N attie gave at onc�, 
any and all multiples of numbet'S as high as 132, and added, multi­
plied, and divided fractions with great readiness. 

In Bible History, they related, partly in pantomime, but in a most 
grapbic way, any requil'ed Bihle incidcnt. The extremely amiable 
and affectionate mannen, of tbese two interesting children, and the 
intense activity of their newly developed intellects, rcnder them par-
tir.ularly attr11.Ctive to the visitor. 

J. C. , a girl of 15 years of age, has been under Dr. Wilbur's care
a Jittle more th:.m four years. When received, she was mi�chievons 
and vicious very nervous, and could not speak distinctly. She could 
not be left �lone with other children, frum a propensity to injure them. 
She knew some of her letters, but could not be taught to read or 
write by any ordinary methods. 

She now reads wcll, writes a handsoma band, is reroarkably profi­
cient in Geography and Grammar, and has macle good progress ·jn 
addition and subtraction. She sews very neatly, and is very capable 
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as an assistant in household matters. Her nervousness is no longertroublesomei, her waywardness has entirely disappeared, In respectto moral training, she seems more adnmced than most of the other pupils. She manifests a remarkable fämiliarity with ßilJle History and with the events in the life of our Saviour. When requested �repeat the Lord'� Prayer, sbe did so with a 1·evercnce, an impressive­�ess, and an evident understanding of its petitions, which exhibitedlD � very favorable light, her intelligence and thonghtfulness; und asI hstened to thi� once vicious and wayward idiot, thus uttering inS . • , our av1our s own words, her petitions to the throne of heavenly grace,I was more deeply impressed than ever before with the adaptntion ofh • ' t at sublime prayer to every human want." Such are the result.� attained in the very short period si1,ce tllese�chools have been established. That all idiots will not make as great1mprovement as some of the.qe, is nndoubtedly true; but all uf snit­able ag� and health will improve, and that sufficiently to satisfv t.hemost exacting. 
N or does the historr of the past condition of this lmpless cla."8aff'ord 11� any ground for hope that they can be materially elevat.edfrom the1r present condition, by any other means. Nt!arly, 01· qnite, one-lialf of the whole number are tenants of our alms houses or housosof corrcction. Full one-half of the remainder are children of pareutswho are steeped to the lips in poverty; for thcse, whether in thealms house or out of it, there can be no improvement, except byre�oval from tbeir present a.qsociations. Fecl with impropcr or innu­!r1t10us food, often allowed the use of inloxicating drinks, generally1dle, often made the sport of thoughtless chilclren and adults, witlioutsha�e or sense of decency, filthy and degraded, they are pests in com­mumty, often exerting a depra,•ing inf111ence 01·m· thc young, whichno subsequent instruction can remo,·e. Nor aro tl1e imbecile childrenof the �ealthy generally henefited by their parents' wealth, if allowe<lto remam at home. The sluggish, inactive temperament and o-lnttuu-. b' h ' " . ous appetite, w tc are the greatest obstnclcs to success in theii· treat-ment at Asylums, are pampered aad indulged nt home,-and it oftenoccm"S that the worst pupi1s, in an Institution for Idiots al'O the chil­dre� of tbe rich. In the present conclition of society w; see no alter­native. These helpless and df'graded fellow crt•atmes are 00 our�ands, ancl we mus.t provide for their instruction an<l impro'l'eruent;•f w� can remove, m part, the bligbt1ng, wit.bering re.�uJt.q of violatedpl1y;mn-J 1:ws,. !et us do so ; for they arc the victims, not tbe offend�rs. 'Ihere 1s, mdeecl, a great work for tl1c philanthropist anrl moralreformer to accomplish, to remove the enuscs of idiocy, insauity, pau-
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perism, and crime. God has granted to our day'and generation, a
clearer insight into the sources w l1ence spring these gigantic evils,
than to our fathers, and he has imposed upon us a corresponding obli­
gation to use our best endeavors for their removal. Every arrival
from Europa brings hither a host of the lower classes of European
Soclety, often ignorant, degraded, and vicious. These, if suffered to
congregate in our large cities, taint the whole community, as with a
moral pestilence. They must be scattered over the vast prairies of 
the west, where profitable labor is possible, where their inßuence will
not be feit, and where, with the prospects of a life of comfort before
them, they may become good citizcns. 

The evils of intemperance must be stayed; we care not whether it
be accomplished by a prohibitory law or by any other effective means;
but the middle and higher classes owe it to themselves as weil as to the
suffering poor, to stop the swelling tide of human woe which this vice
daily produces ; to aecomplish this it is not sufficient to close the
dram shops,-the use of alchoholic drinks must be abandoned at
the tables of the rieb, as well as in the hovels of the poor. 

.A. great reform is also needed in the homes of the poor. Model
lodging houses and tenements must be erected, not in low, dank,
miasmatic localities, but in healthy situations, where light and venti­
lation, frequent bathing, economy in warmth and cooking, and the
privacy of harne can be attained ; the renting of cellars as tenements
and the occupation of tenant hou.�es, such as our public prints have
recently exposed, must bt probibited under the severest penalties.
Measures must also be adopted for the instruction of the masses, not
only in those physiological laws whieh appertain to t_heir health and
weil being, but in those brnnches of intellectual culture which will
improve their social condition, nnd those questions of morals and
religion which concern their eternal welfare. 

W e are firm believers in " the good time coming ;'' we are satisfied
that the race is making progreBfl, that as an eminent statesman bas weil
said, "the frightful numbor of those unfortunates, whose ranks encum­
ber the march of humanit,y,-the insane, the idiots, the blind, the deaf,
the drunkards, tho criminals, tho paupers will dwindle away, us the
light of knuwledge makes clear the laws which govern our exist­
ence." But in the words of the same eloquent writer, "in the mean­
time, Jet none of them be lost; let none of them be uncared for ;
but, whcnever tbe signal is given of a man in distress, no matter how 
deformed, how vicious, how loathsome, even, he may be, let it be 
regarded as a call.to holp a brother." 
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